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subject to certain provisions, and could immediately pass to the
person whose agreement to become occupant was accepted by the
Collector. Under the guise of protecting the ' ryot' from the clutches
of the money-lender, the Bombay Land Revenue Code Amendment
Bill sought to do away with this right of alienation and arm the
executive with powers to grant land forfeited to the Crown on such
terms and for such periods as the Collector might prescribe. The
authors of the Bill vehemently protested that their only object was
to protect the poor ignorant ryot against the rapacity of the saukar,
and they denounced their opponents as ignorant ill-informed critics,
who had allowed themselves to be made the tools of the money-
lending classes. With equal vehemence, the leaders of the agitation
declared that the real object of the measure was to drive in the thin
end of the wedge, and to establish state landlordism by degrees.
Otherwise, where was the necessity of reducing the ryots to the status
of short-term tenants, assuming even that it was desirable to restrict
their rights of transfer ?
The controversy raged long and furiously. Among other demon-
strations of popular feeling, a crowded meeting was held in the
Town Hall on the 27th July, which was attended by 700 delegates
from the mofussil. It was presided over by Pherozeshah, who, as
may be readily imagined, was among the strongest opponents of the
Bill, the real drift of which he had divined at once. He was accorded
an enthusiastic reception by the vast audience. In his speech from
the chair, he gave a vigorous exposition of the policy underlying the
measure, handling his facts and arguments with his usual skill. A
damaging case was made out by him and the various speakers who
followed. Resolutions were passed, expressive of the general feeling
in regard to the Bill, and the necessity of giving the public sufficient
time for opinion and criticism. The indignant sponsors of the Bill
replied by denouncing the organizers of the meeting, ridiculing the
audience, and condemning the "inflammatory oratory" indulged in
00 the occasion.
It was thus in an atmosphere surcharged with feeling that the
Co*2Bdl met at Poo&a to go through the solemn farce of reading the
Bill a second rime. The official spokesmen seemed to be in a temper,
and the to&e and tenor of their speeches were not calculated to